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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-12 have been examined 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 ,3,4,6,7,9,10 and12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
disclosed by Borden (JP 1 1-066083). 

In regards to claim 1, Borden discloses an information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a processing unit configured to display a picture display field to display a 
plurality of still pictures (Fig 6 elements 60, 64 ,55 ,66, and 62: These elements 
make up the display field for displaying a plurality of still pictures) 

and an operation field which includes a slider to designate one of the 
plurality of still pictures to be displayed (Fig 6 element 30c: This element is the 
slider located on the operation field used to select a image from display field 
discussed above)', 

and a control unit configured to control to display a still picture having a 
number corresponding to a position of the slider in the picture display field (Fig 6 
element 50 and paragraph 0068: When a user slides the slider to a different 
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position along the bar, the corresponding image to that location will appear in the 
display area). 

In regards to claim 3, Borden discloses an apparatus wherein the slider moves in 
accordance with a drag operation (Paragraph 0052). 

In regards to claim 4, Borden discloses the apparatus further comprising: 

a calculation unit configured to calculate a number of a still picture to be 
displayed using at least a total number of still pictures and a numerical value 
indicating a position of the slider {Paragraphs 0048 and 0049: Borden explains if 
there were 100 sheets or pictures, the slider bar would be broken up into 
positions from 0-99 to map to the particular reference sheets). 

In regards to claim 6, Borden discloses the apparatus wherein the control unit 
controls to move the slider to a position designated by a pointing device 
(Paragraph 0052: A mouse, which is a pointing device, can be used to slide the 
slider into position), 

calculate a number of a still picture to be displayed using at least a total 
number of still pictures and a numerical value indicating a position of the slider 
(Paragraphs 0048 and 0049: Borden explains if there were 100 sheets or 
pictures, the slider bar would be broken up into positions from 0-99 to map to 
the particular reference sheets), 
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and display a still picture corresponding to the calculated number in the 
picture display field (Paragraph 0052: The attention image, which is the still 
image, can be displayed by moving the slider to the corresponding position of the 
reference image, which is an image from the picture display field, based on the 
above process in paragraphs 0048 and 0049). 

In regards to claim 7, Borden discloses a display control method for use in an 
information processing apparatus capable of displaying a picture display field to 
display a plurality of still pictures, comprising: (Fig 6 elements 60, 64, 55, 66, and 
62: These elements make up the display field for displaying a plurality of still 
pictures) 

displaying an operation field which includes a slider to designate one of 
the plurality of still pictures to be displayed (Fig 6 element 30c: This element is 
the slider located on the operation field used to select a image from display field 
discussed above); 

and controlling to display a still picture having a number corresponding to 
a position of the slider in the picture display field (Fig 6 element 50 and 
paragraph 0068: When a user slides the slider to a different position along the 
bar, the corresponding image to that location will appear in the display area). 

In regards to claim 9, Borden discloses a method further comprising: 

moving the slider in accordance with a drag operation (Paragraph 0052). 
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In regards to claim 10, Borden discloses a method further comprising: 

calculating a number of a still picture to be displayed using at least a total 
number of still pictures and a numerical value indicating a position of the slider 
(Paragraphs 0048 and 0049: Borden explains if there were 100 sheets or 
pictures, the slider bar would be broken up into positions from 0-99 to map to 
the particular reference sheets). 

In regards to claim 12, Borden discloses a method further comprising: 

moving the slider to a position designated by a pointing device (Paragraph 
0052: A mouse, which is a pointing device, can be used to slide the slider into 
position)] 

calculating a number of a still picture to be displayed using at least a total 
number of still pictures and a numerical value indicating a position of the slider 
{Paragraphs 0048 and 0049: Borden explains if there were 100 sheets or 
pictures, the slider bar would be broken up into positions from 0-99 to map to 
the particular reference sheets)] 

and displaying a still picture corresponding to the calculated number in the 
picture display field (Paragraph 0052: The attention image, which is the still 
image, can be displayed by moving the slider to the corresponding position of the 
reference image, which is an image from the picture display field, based on the 
above process in paragraphs 0048 and 0049). 



Application/Control Number: 10/753,364 
Art Unit: 21 12 



Page 6 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Borden (JP 11-066083) as applied to claims 1,3,4,6,7,9,10 and 12 above, and further in 

view of Masao (JP application 08-1 16120). Borden does not expressly disclose 

"moving the slider to a position designated by clicking". Masao discloses moving a 

scrollbar by clicking (Paragraph 0011 lines 2 and 3). Borden and Masao are analogous 

art because they are from the same field of endeavor of user interface image display 

apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 

ordinary skill in the art to allow movement of slider to be performed by the click of a 

mouse. The motivation would have been to allow a smarter interface that does not 

require a user to click and drag a slider across the screen but merely to click on a single 

position to move the slider to that position. Therefore it would have been obvious to 

combine Borden with Masao to obtain the invention as specified in claims 2 and 8. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borden (JP 11-066083) as applied to claims 1,3,4,6,7,9,10 and 12 above, and further in 
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view of Anderson (US Patent 5418549). Borden does not expressly disclose "displaying 
a number of a still picture to be displayed and a total number of still pictures". Anderson 
discloses a display monitor that displays the present position or current page that is 
selected by a user and the total number of pages (Column 5 lines 7-10 and Fig 2 
element 42: Based on the position of the scroll bar, the current page number on the 
display is shown along with the total number of pages not displayed. It is inherently 
shown that this could be used for a number of images as well as pages). Borden and 
Anderson are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of user 
interface methods. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to display the current number of the image displayed according 
to a slider along with the total number of images that can be displayed by moving the 
slider. The motivation would have been to provide the user with information (such as 
number) regarding the currently viewed image and images available for viewing. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Borden with Anderson to obtain the 
invention as specified in claims 5 and 11. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas S. Ulrich whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 5:00 EST Off every other 
friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chameli Das can be reached on 571-272-3696. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nicholas Ulrich 
2112 

9/28/2006 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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